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0FFrcE OF 7JE=::Ifl&cw
Amendment of Parts 21 and 74 to Enable Multipoint
Distribution Service and Instructional Television Fixed
Service Licensees to Enpae in Fixed Two-Way Transmissions ­
MM Docket No. 97-217 and RM-9060: EX PARTE
COMMUNICATION

Re:

Ms. Magalie Roman Salas
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Ms. Salas: ORININA'
'4/

Transmitted herewith on behalf of Indiana Higher Education Telecommunications
System, is an original and fifteen (15) copies of its additional comments in the above­
referenced rule making proceeding invited by the Commission pursuant to its June 12,
1998 public notice (DA 98-1119). Eleven copies are provided herewith for distribution
to each Commissioner and staff member identified on the comments as receiving a copy
of this information.

As you will note, we are submitting a facsimile copy of these comments. The
original comments will be filed with the Commission as soon as they are received in this
office. Should there be any questions concerning this matter, please communicate
directly with the undersigned.

Very truly yours,

RobertF.r~/t-t
Enclosure

No. of Copies rac'd 0 J-l '+'
UstABC 0 E
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July 2, 1998

Ms. Maplie Roman Salas
5ecnrary
Ftdenl Communieation$ Commission
1919 M street. N. W.
Wuhinaton. D. C. 20554

lHETS 4UU1

IIIdiIaa HIPtrEducation Telecoaununlcadon System

Roe: Amendment ofParts 21llld 74 to Enable Multipoint Distributinn ~ice and
Instructional Television Fixed Service Licensees to Enaace in Fixed Two- Way
Tl'IIlsmission.-MM Docket No. 97·217 and RM·QOtiO· EX PARTE
COMMt.JNICATI0N

Dear Ms. Salas:

The [ndiml Higher Education Telecom.muni~tion System ("IHETS") hu utilhed nt's Technology for more
tlJan 20 yean in me distance loamml tleld. In that tim#!, w~ have become coftvinc:ed &hilt two-way tnmamissioll is
necessary to implement diSWlce learning via ITFS. Thus, in response to the Commission's JUIl. 12, 1998 PtIblic Notice
(DA 98-1119) in the abov~refereDced proceeding we wri~ to I'Xprell lHETS INppon In the cxpcdhlO\l$ .JupLion of new
ntkIs ad poli~ieseoasistent with the proposals lldv&11ced by the ITFS liceMtts and MDS JieeDle_, operaton and
equipment vencion (the "periti~'1 which i. the luojKtoftb~ prooeedinl.

IH£I'S believes that suppcrt for the Petitioners' proposals is warranted. The benefits of two-way technolo&>,
mut' be fully available fm' Ull.e hy Mucators without delay. Ful1l:l't1ailabiU1y requir~ dUlL 1&111TPS licensees be eUlible to
use their own channels for return pith applications if they choose. SiDce the Petitioners' proposed ult=rferenee proceetion
rules and polic:ies provide Niequate protection of dol. ITFS intcRltta, adoption ofdll;l prupusals would serve the public
interest. On the COI\trII)', delays in the Proecssinl ofapplieatioDa and the commen"ment oftwo-way seMces would
awear to be advcne tn thlllt int~ ThUll, tb. CornmiG)ion's n~w Nics l1\~L )*unh the rapid lnauluratiOll of two-way
services, without applieadon proc:essiJ1& delays.

The 'NMional ITFS Auociation, IDo., and the WinlON Couumwil,;li&Liun. AssocJalion Intcmabonal, inc" enter=d
into a Jobst Statement ofPosition in JlIluary of 1998 whieh it filed with the FCC in thi5 proc:eedinJ. IHETS suppons !hi$
j<lil'ltly propoMd solutiOt\ ....ntilll to implcme&'ltina t'rO"way lnmlimi$lions. It WO\lld appear that t.'t. fluibillty uraed by
the Petitioaen will be vital to che success of the proposal. Altboup there have been W&&estkml1bat ITFS channels not
be eli.i'bl. for two-way tnansmi.,loft, 11IJ:TS foci. UIIL 11 mu.st bave the a'bilily to ubJiZe twO-Wi)' 1:I'8n$Jnislions on itJ own
ITFS <:hen.ls. As we become mort tully involved in two-way b'Ulsmiuions, it seem, obvious that deJay in the complete
availability of tbi.$ tl:oImolo&)' woul(( nut ....lmm: the results that virtUltl)' everyone has supported. For this reason, we
believe that the two-way licensini proc:ess proposed by the Petitioners is a reasonable solution and we fully support that
proposal.
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